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(No More)
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Monday- Friday 6.30pm only on e
To illustrate just why there is no business like show business…

Alan Hayward used to be an extra on Backstage. He is the blond, quirky-haired dude who plays keyboards during Vulindlela College’s music classes, show rehearsals, students’ impromptu jamming sessions or official performances - featuring college talent - at the local club, Emanzini. 

He has, until recently, always remained in the background. He never spoke a word.

Over the past few months, Alan’s music student character, “Brad”, has quietly been developed into a support cast role - and so well slipped in to storylines - that viewers (and journalists) have accepted him as one of the (college) boys. Monde Twala, e.tv executive producer, Backstage, says the show believes in nurturing and grooming young talent. “Alan started out as an extra, but his musical abilities were too exceptional to be ignored. He is a gifted entertainer with a very bright future.”

Alan John Hayward, 22, (and a Leo) speaks: his idea of the The Perfect Date is good food, interesting company and lots of wine. He’s performed in Richard Loring’s Buddy Holly Show and plays in a band called Voodoo Child, which has a new single, “taboo”.

He was a waiter (for one day, and says never again). His favourite clothing is his pair of jeans “that are full of holes”, he’d travel as much as possible if he won the Lotto and his choice of colour is green. Alan would like to be Brad Pitt. His three favourite movies are: Gosford Park (“Brilliant dry humour”); Monty Python – Quest For The Holy Grail (“Classic!”) and Fight Club (“Amazing concept”).

His best songs ever: Lauryn Hill – Everything is Everything (“Great dance track”); Skunk Anansie -Secretly (“Got me through some bad times”) and Alanis Morrisette’s, You Gotta Know (“Brilliantly written”). Alan loves architecture (Mies van der Roe and Frank Lloyd Wright) and Greek food (he says he cooks a great pork roast).

Anywhere by the sea is where he’ll go on holiday and he has a German Shepherd dog, called Rocky. His guiltiest pleasure is ice cream and his greatest passion is music: writing, playing, or listening to it. The most expensive thing he’s ever bought is his lap top.

Alan’s life lesson: Do It For Yourself. The only exercise he gets is jumping around on stage at gigs. He says he can be very one-track minded, but he’s also hardworking. What scares him is President Bush’s war on terror and reading newspapers makes him angry. Gandhi is his role model. His most embarrassing moment has been falling down two flights of stairs (loudly) in a club. He’d like to eventually move into directing musical shows and music management. 

                            See – on Backstage everyone gets a chance to star.

Give Portia Adams a call at (011) 537-9496 and ask for photos of Alan. Her email address: portia.adams@etv.co.za.  Alan can talk to you as well.
