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Monday- Friday 6.30pm only on e

In the New Year:

Three new characters join the permanent cast of the show: Zamo Phiri (played by Phuthi Mngqibisa) is a former model, turned first year student actor; Thabo “Chase” Motaung (Tshepo Mosese) is a first year student writer, and Doctor Victor Ngubane (Mandla Hlatshwayo) is the newly appointed vice-principal of Jozi’s Vulindlela Performing Arts College.

Look out for the regular surprise-flash appearances by celebs (from various fields) in different episodes, plus the special one-month only storylines for main-name guest actors. (See our separate release on Tracey-Lee Olivier who appears Backstage January 2007).

Guest artists will now perform during the Monday episodes with students doing the interviewing of upcoming talent and major stars. This year’s performers included Prokid, Arthur, Mandoza, and Kelly Khumalo. (e.tv’s Backstage AIDS Benefit Concert 2006, broadcast live from Johannesburg’s Standard Bank Arena, highlighted nine top South African acts, headlined by the late Lebo Mathosa).

Just some of the performers already pencil booked for early Backstage 2007 gigs are Ghetto Lingo, Pitch Black Afro, God Praise, Bignuz and the Learn To Dance Salsa School.

The show’s interactive SMS competition, the Real Story, continues to give participating viewers huge clues about storylines via a character’s thoughts at a particular time in an episode. Fabulous prizes to be won! 
All the drama of those young and restless staff and students who attend the college remain: the friendships and love affairs, the foes and the feuds, the intense self-absorption and insecurities of young performers in training - and their ambitions and fantasies (which are acted out - a lot!).

The show is becoming invaluable for its technical and production tips (for screen and stage) for those who want an accelerated push up the entertainment ladder. There are crash course hints in a lot of episodes on how to become a star: whether you want to shine as a future actor; singer; dancer; script writer; film director; wardrobe, hair and makeup stylist - or even learn about how to market yourself…it’s all laid out for you Backstage. (Talent, hard work and dedication are regarded as pre-requisites for a career in the arts).              

Paul Berning, Backstage executive producer, Bottom Line Entertainment, says: “2006 saw Backstage continue to blur the lines between reality and make-believe, what with Ziggy’s on campus TV show, Tjooning In, the Real Story, and real life celebrities, like Speedy, making cameo appearances alongside fictional characters.

“In 2007 we take it one step further and give viewers the opportunity to tell the characters what to do. Ever wanted to make your favourite two characters kiss? Watch Backstage in 2007 and you may just have the chance. Our two new first years will certainly add sizzle, and the ‘hardass’ new lecturer is going to turn up added heat. We’re cooking on Backstage!”

Monde Twala, Backstage executive producer, e.tv, adds: “The show is a continuously rotating stage for new talent, fresh storylines, and innovative marketing ideas. 2007will be bigger and better, a thrill for all Backstage fans.”  

            Backstage – your fast track to Big Time dreams and a wide angle future

                                             Weekdays on e @ 6.30pm

