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Monday- Friday 6.30pm only on e

…About the Vulindlela College commune students:

· Third year music student Gyles (Ryan Laatz) proposes marriage to Honours drama student Melissa (Mari Michael). She gets cold feet and turns to the sleezy baddie of the show…Mike (Dave Dukas). This couldn’t be true love - could it?

· Second-year year music student, Dolly (Doctor Khasu-Nkatlo), will have a thing for second-year drama student Vusi (Nqoba Nqcobo), who, in turn, will have an obscene obsession over Zamo (Phuthi Mngqibisa), much to everyone’s disgust - although it makes for excellent viewing.

This subsequent rejection from his friends leads to Vusi suffering from deep depression (he bathes in self-pity because he doesn’t have the energy to take actual showers), his partnering of a (real) doll, and eventually finding his true voice in the wonderful world of entertainment.

· Third-year dance student Roxanne (Carmel Fisher) is pursued by newcomer, Chase (Tshepo Mosese), who suddenly stops play - is it a case of end game before our college vamp has even decided to warm up?

 …About the characters who don’t live in the commune:

· Lorcia Cooper’s real-life pregnancy offers Backstage a fantastic opportunity, says the show’s head scriptwriter, Harry Hofmeyr, to explore single parenting through her character, Charmaine, in a way never done before on South African TV. 
            In the show Charmaine has already adopted an AIDS orphan (Sophie, played by 10-

            year-old Amukelani Muyanga). This, after her first child, Ethan, died in tragic

            circumstances. Harry says that Charmaine’s decision to have another child, thus

            creating a complete family even though she does not have a conventional “husband” - 

            and to raise her children as a single parent - is an exciting creative storyline prospect.
· Film Honours graduate Ziggy (Charl Timotheus) is broke and pounds pavements for work. He and second year film student Lu (Noxy Ledwaba), who morphs from being a bit of a butch bitch to Total Babe (although she’ll still be a bitch), will set up home in a loft. They agree it’s going to be a purely platonic relationship. Of course it is.

· Sebastian (Duncan Lawson) is going to lock horns with the new vice-principal, lead a staff rebellion, and hand in his resignation when it fails. Will he stay or will he go?

· Keketso (Salamina Mphelo) drops her job as club Emanzini’s entertainment manager to rejoin the college as a drama lecturer – husband Lesedi ain’t never at home as he continues travelling the world on business. What’s a girl to do?

· Katlego (Baby Cele) steals a student’s idea for a proposed college musical – what disciplinary action will be taken?

· Ipeleng (Grace Mahlaba)’s future as college principal will hang in the balance, after making the biggest mistake of her life...

· Shaka (Quincy Myeza) follows a nightmare trail of family secrets (the ghost returns!) that has him leaving South Africa to find the answers.

· Mike (David Dukas) will no longer lurk in the shadows. He steps into Zinzi’s shoes (but not her stilettos), as just about everybody’s evil enemy. Now in control of Zinzi’s Emanzini shares, Mike will streamline her various official (and unofficial) enterprises, as well as other people’s lives (whether they want it, or not). He also has a lot of ideas to bring in new business.   
