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MODEL STUDENT?

Phuthi Mngqibisa plays “Zamokuhle (Zamo) Phiri”

TX Monday January 1 2007

Zamo is a first year acting student and perfectly beautiful. A former model, she’s regarded as an ice queen by her college peers because of her aloofness. They don’t know (but now you do) that she was hospitalised for a long period last year after collapsing on set during a shoot. You’ll have to watch to find out why…but in the meantime, gossip burns the corridors of the college with rumours about Zamo having a drug habit and a severe eating disorder.                 

Zamo turns to Shaka (Quincy Myeza) for friendship, but she will have a romantic relationship with Sgolwane (Mpho Malatsi), the main shareholder, and teddy bear host of Emanzini, the local student hang out. The man is older than her. And he’s a traditionalist. She’s a cover girl who’s been around. Will they work it out?

Phuthi attended Johannesburg’s National School of the Arts where she studied English, Afrikaans, maths, science…and dance. The latter course included the academic subjects of anatomy, music and the history of dance and ballet, while her practical classes comprised contemporary and jazz, Spanish and African dance.

She completed a one-year programme at the Martha Graham School of Contemporary Dance in New York in 2005. She also performed at the African Poetry Theater in Queens, and was an African and Contemporary dance teacher at the Rikidi Dance Studio in Brooklyn, New York City.

Phuthi’s professional dance career in South Africa includes performing with South African musicians, Ringo, KB and Thando, and at the Currie Cup Rugby finals. She is also a photographic model (she’s appeared on billboards throughout Africa and in magazine editorials), as well as appearing in TV commercials, Face of Lux; Vodacom; Jet, and KFC.

And to show her street cred: Phuthi, an Aries, has also worked as a receptionist at a recruitment agency, in telesales, and as a manager for an entertainment company.

Phuti is 22-years-old. 

THE THRILL OF THE…CHASE

Tshepo Mosese plays Thabo “Chase” Motaung 
TX Monday January 1 2007

Chase is seductively gorgeous and regards life as a gamble: you let the game of life play you – or you play the game of life. He throws the dice to make (sometimes dangerous, illegal or immoral) daily decisions. Like whether to hit on Roxanne (Carmel Fisher) or to pick a fight with ex-under cover cop, now conman-in-retirement, Mike (David Dukas). Is Chase really an adrenaline junkie with a death wish? He says he has swum with sharks and kick boxed in Thailand. Do all of his wild and wondrous claims stem from a fertile imagination that will serve him well during his first year writing course? Or are they merely the shock value boasts of an insecure, attention-seeking little boy? Join the Backstage class of 2007 to find out.

Tshepo, 23, has trained at the Actors Centre, based at Johannesburg’s Civic Theatre, completed a TV presenter’s course and guest appeared on TV shows, Jam Alley, Selimatunzi and YOTV. He is also a photographic model and recording artist.

NEW BROOM SWEEPS CLEAN

Mandla Hlatshwayo plays “Doctor Victor Ngubane”

TX Tuesday January 2 2007

Doctor Victor is the newly appointed vice-principal of Vulindlela Arts College. This is an unwelcome surprise to Katlego (Baby Cele) who has - unofficially - held this position for years.

She has, until now, coped with the work overload, balancing the job with her other one – that of music department head. Katlego blames her best friend, college principal, Ipeleng (Grace Mahlaba), for the backstabbing, even though it was the executive board’s bombshell decision. The resulting friction will sorely divide staff members and students - with an insulted and betrayed Katlego making it her mission to create ill feeling about the man, whenever she can.

This is what we know about Doctor Victor, who is also the new head of the drama department: he is driven, tough, divorced, and a fiercely private man. He is going to introduce a new management system and style. Dr Victor is going to implement a new concept to the college - professionalism. He is a disciplinarian who won’t stand for the previous over-fraternizing condoned between lecturers and students. He wants the staff to regain lost authority. “Lead Them, Don’t Be Their friends”, is his motto.

Yet he thinks out of the box – and his students love his off-the-hook methods of teaching and the fact that he’s seriously well connected – real life celebs drop in to see him as regularly as South Africa has electricity black outs. 

The man, like the rest of us, has a personal, painful secret that has yet to be revealed to the world…

Actor, voice artist and director, Mandla, played the role of Generations’ Sphiwe Phosa for seven years. His television break came in 1996 when he starred in Soul City 2. He also presented the youth magazine programme, Electric Workshop. His other TV credits include, Last Hope, Deafening Silence, Kelebone and The Lab.

Previously a member of the Chiawela Community Theatre Group, Mandla has also worked in industrial theatre. He is well known on the club scene as DJ Mandla, and released his first album this year - Jozi Nights Volume 1. His next album is due for release in March next year.

For photos of our new Backstage actors (even better, let’s set up interviews!), give e.tv publicist, Portia Adams, a call at (011) 537-9496 - or email your requests to portia.adams@etv.co.za

